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National News

GPH-MILF SIGNS COMPREHENSIVE
AGREEMENT ON THE BANGSAMORO
B y Tw i n k l e “ Ta l a ” B a u t i s t a

Almost four generations of armed conflict. Around
120,000 casualties. Hundreds of thousands of displaced
people.
On 27 March 2014, the Government of the Philippines
and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front signed the
Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB)
ending the 17 years of negotiation.
The Peacebuilders Community rejoice with the
Bangsamoro people. We celebrate the signing of the CAB
because this is an expression of Christ’s love. The love of
Christ prompts us to love our neighbors as we love
ourselves. The love of Christ is unconditional. Bangsamoro
The peace panel chairs of the Moro Islamic Liberation front and the
Government of the Philippines shake hands after the signing
ceremony. Phil President Benigno Aquino, MILF Chair Murad
Ebrahim, state officials and civil society representatives look on.

is our neighbor. We love the Bangsamoro with the
unconditional love of Christ the way God loves all the
people of the world.
We celebrate the signing of the CAB because we
recognize the Bangsamoro as a nation in the biblical sense.
As far as the Bible is concerned, each people group with
their ethnolinguistic characteristic is a nation. Bangsamoro
means ‘Nation of Moros’ — that’s how they want to be
recognized. That’s how they want to be respected as a
people.
We celebrate the signing of the CAB because this is a
path towards justice. A God-centered view of justice
includes a documented promise to correct the historical
injustices we have committed against the Bangsamoro.
As we celebrate this milestone, may we ask for your
continuous prayers:
:: for the deliberation and ratification of the Bangsamoro
Basic Law in the Philippines Congress.

Civil society organization leaders with the Presidential Adviser on
the Peace Process (center) after the signing ceremony of the CAB.
Second right is Bishop Efraim Tendero of the Phil Council of
Evangelical Churches. Second left is PBCI president Dann Pantoja.
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:: for just relationships of all people groups in Mindanao be
it Bangsamoro, Lumad or migrant especially as they
transition to a Bangsamoro regional government.
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THE PBCI JOURNEY WITH THE BANGSAMORO PEOPLE
After the attack on Twin Towers in 2001, Reverend Dann Pantoja felt
called by God to help build peace between the two major religions
belonging to the People of the Book.
He started in Mindanao, Philippines where the family of Datu Kharis
Matalam Baraguir embraced him during his six-month immersion in
Maguindanao on 2006. He was given the name Abdul Salam Dani-Al – a
servant of peace. According to Dann, it was “through the peoples’ simple
life and daily prayers that he experienced the Salaam (peace) many
PBCI staff listen as the MILF and the head of the

Bangsamoro are looking for.” It was also in Datu Kharis that he found

evangelical churches dialogue together. Seated

the person of peace who encouraged him to institutionalize his vision.

rightmost in the front was Datu Kharis Baraguir.

The result is Peacebuilders Community.

Bai Jehan, the daughter of Datu Kharis also embraced the vision of PBCI and Coffee for Peace (CFP). She opened
Datu’s Brew, a coffee shop patterned after CFP. Bai Jehan said people come in and get amazed by the quality of coffee. This opened conversations for the advocacy of raising the coffee quality in the Philippines, possibilities of close
relationships with Muslim, Lumad (indigenous peoples) and Christian migrants, and raising the bar for coffee shop
management. The coffee shop also served as a showroom for Maguindanaoan fabric called Inaul.

LUMAD AND MOROS CELEBRATE SECOND YEAR ANNIVERSARY
OF REAFFIRMATION OF KINSHIP
07-08 March 2014. The indigenous
peoples of Mindanao (lumad) and the
Moros celebrated the second year of
the reaffirmation of their kinship.
With the backdrop of the signing of
the Comprehensive Agreement on the
Bangsamoro, the celebration showed
the strengthening of their ties. It is
based on the five pillars of kinship,
which are: Cooperation, Mutual
Sharing of Information, Mutual
Protection of Life, Recognition and
Respect, and Mutual Obligation to
Help the Needy.
According to their narratives, the
Lumad (indigenous peoples) and the
Moros were brothers through the
lineage of Mamalu and Tabunaway.
Mamalu was the ancestor of the
Lumad while Tabunaway was the

The celebration of the IP-Moro Reaffirmation of Kinship coincided with the celebration

ancestor of the Moros who embraced

of the International Month of Women. This photo showed representatives of both Moro

Islam through Shariff Kabunsuan in
the 1300s. Their oral traditions stated
that the two brothers shared a meal

and lumad women exchanging tokens of kinship. It was held in the Talaandig
Ancestral Territory in Sungko, Lantapan, Bukidnon. It was organized by Datu Migketay
Saway, the Talaandig spiritual leader. In their oral tradition, the Talaandig tribe is said
to be the keeper of records. “Tala” means “to write” or ‘to record.”

on a golden plate before they parted.
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PBCI JOINS SE ASIA CREATION CARE CONFERENCE;
PH DELEGATION FORMS CREATION CARE PHILIPPINES

The Philippine delegation have organized themselves as CreationCare Philippines and have outlined their national strategy for a
biblical, church-based environmental conservation ministry. This new movement is now PBCI’s national partner in our EconomicEcological Transformation Programs – the fourth quadrant in our shalom-building ministry with Phil Council of Evangelical Churches.

17-21 March 2014, Clark, Philippines — More than 80 Christian leaders from 14 countries gathered together to participate in the First Southeast Asia Regional Conference on Creation Care and the Gospel. The whole conference was
guided by three major topics:
:: God’s Word – Biblical theological reflections on CreationCare
:: God’s World – Scientific and technological discussions on CreationCare
:: God’s Work – Strategic plans and action programs on CreationCare
After the conference, participants developed their action plans for their particular contexts. They also affirmed the
Jamaica statement crafted on 29 October – 2 November 2012 by the Lausanne Global Consultation on Creation Care
and the Gospel. It was hosted by the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches, in partnership with The Lausanne
Movement, World Evangelical Alliance, Care for Creation, OMF International, and A Rocha International.

Joji Pantoja serves as officer-of-the-

The ten-point action plan in the photo was crafted during the Lausanne Global

day on the 3rd day of the conference.

Consultation on Creation Care and the Gospel in St. Ann, Jamaica, 9 November 2012.
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PBCI STAFF PRAYER
ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA

CLAY ROJO

Please pray for good health for my family
especially my daughter. May we always surpass
the challenges we face.

Please pray for the reconciliation of some
evangelical leaders with the tribal elders in
Bukidnon. Pray also for continuous provision for
the payment of the land where the church would
put up its facility.

FRANI CATUA
Please pray for wisdom for my life partner,
Joebel, as he pursues what he truly wants in life.
Pray also for good health for my family.

SILFRED ABELITADO
Please pray for the health of my family. We’re
growing. I’m now a grand-father! Pray also for
our family’s needs.

JUNE ROJO
Please pray for the Mindanao Business Summit
that would be held in Central Mindanao
University on June 4-6, 2014. May God grant us
guidance and wisdom to do the ministry He
wanted us to do.

TYRON ORTIZ
Please pray for the continuous growth in my
professional skills as PBCI financial staff. Also
pray for my growth as a husband and a father.

NENIA RHEA GALANZA
Please pray for provision for the establishment of
the coffee farm. May God grant us wisdom in
determining the time for the transplanting of the
seedlings. Please pray that I may always glorify
God with a pure heart and peace of mind.

DAWN ALBERT PATES
Pray for good health and provision for each
member of the community and for our families
as well.

SHEREL QUIDER
Please pray for the post-Haiyan rehabilitation
program in Samar and Leyte. May it be a
genuine community-oriented ministry. Please
pray also for our health, and for our spiritual and

SALOME HALDEMANN
Please pray for the Summer Peace Camp
(Campayapaan 2014) and for the 20 youth who
will attend. May we, as facilitators, be able to
address their needs in conflict resolution and
cultural empowerment.

JOHN MEL SUMATRA
Please pray for food health and blessings for
everybody in the ministry and in the
community.

KRIZ CRUZADO
Pray for my field leadership as our team
responds to the needs of Haiyan survivors in
Samar and Leyte—two of the provinces most
affected by the super-typhoon. We’re working
with MCC in PAR-Disaster Response training
among Christian leaders.

JOJI FELICITAS PANTOJA
Pray also for the leadership training among
Malitbog farmers through the Department of
Trade and Industry (Region 10) and
partnership with the Catholic Relief Services.
Finally, pray for my meeting with probable land
donor in Ormoc on May 17.
DANN PANTOJA

EDDIE ISADA
Pray for continuous provision of God to the
advancement of PAR principles in many tribal
communities in Bukidnon.
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Praise God for the signing of the
Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro
(CAB). Pray also for the Philippine President
Benigno S. Aquino to forward the draft of the
Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) immediately to
the House of Senate and the House of
Representatives to be deliberated and be
passed as a law of the land.
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