AUGUST 2013 EDITION

NATIONAL CONCERN: BILLION-PESO CORRUPTION
IN THE MANILA GOVERNMENT EXPOSED
B Y T W I N K L E B A U T I S TA

After being a fugitive for some weeks, Janet C. Napoles
surrendered to President Benigno S. Aquino III. Earlier, a
warrant of arrest was issued against her. Napoles was accused
of heading fake non-government organizations (NGO) where
$643M worth of the legislators’ Priority Development
Assistance Fund (PDAF) went. Allegedly, the legislators have a
cut of the PDAF after it was released to the fake NGOs.
The country has been in a furor once again with the recent
corruption scandal. The Philippine Council of Evangelical
Churches (PCEC), of which Peacebuilders Community is a
member, is taking an active part in addressing this issue.
In a statement released on 31 August, PCEC appealed to the
president to initiate the following changes:

•

Abolish the Pork Barrel System, of which the PDAF is a
part. A senator has an annual allocation of $4.65M while
each congress representative has $1.62M each. This
money has been used traditionally by the Executive
branch to exert influence over the Congress. It has also
financed the establishment of political dynasties which is
present in 73 out of 80 provinces.

•
•

Appeal to lead in dismantling patronage politics.

About a million people poured out into the streets of major cities
and provinces nationwide to call for the abolition of the pork barrel.

Pass the Freedom of Information Bill which, among other
things, could compel transparency in the utilization of
public funds.

The evangelical churches also joined the Million People March
against the pork barrel system which was held simultaneously
in major cities and provinces on 26 August. PBCI joined the
rally held at the Rizal Park in Davao City.

PBCI staff pose in a banner appealing to President
Aquino to stop fundraising programs in public schools.
The Philippines chronically has a shortage of teachers,
classrooms, books and other educational needs
which would have been sufficiently provided
if public funds are not misused.

Seen through the shalom of Christ as a framework, PCEC,
PBCI and other evangelical leaders are creating movements
both in the national level and in grassroot communities to help
build a system for a wholistic, embracing and sustainable
country-wide transformation.
Please join us in prayers for the healing of our land.
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MANAGEMENT AND FIELD STAFF UNDERGO SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP

PBSL Session 3: Studying the Book of Joshua.

It is not all work for the PBCI staff! The whole team played
bowling after a morning session of the PBSL. Afterwards, we went
to the Coffee for Peace where the winner has an extra treat.

How does the Book of Joshua apply to us as peacebuilding missionaries amid the corruption scandal that
divides our already conflicted country, the peace talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, and the
presence of non-state armed groups which call for an armed revolution?
Dr. Aldrin Penamora, a professor at the Koinonia Theological Seminary, led the team in reviewing the
Book of Joshua based on the Believers Church Bible Commentary’s volume on Joshua by Gordon H.
Matties. Last 26-28 August, all PBCI staff were gathered for the quarterly PeaceBuilders School of
Leadership (PBSL). Does the Book of Joshua give us permission to use “divine violence”? What does it
teach us on the meaning of “outsider” and “insider”? How do we relate with people “different” from us?
Does it promote annihilation or ethnic cleansing for the sake of God’s name? What does the term
“chosen” mean?
The staff tried to wrestle with the above questions in light of Joshua, as each student was given a couple
of chapters to report. After each report, all the students engage in a discussion and reflection.
PBSL is week-long study which is required for the PBCI management and field staff. This theological input
is very important for the staff because most of our clientele are pastors and church leaders. We
frequently receive questions about the theology of PBCI mission and its practicality in the field. It also
gives insight when relating with indigenous peoples and other cultures different from us. The PBSL is a
continuing education for all PBCI field staff.

PBCI MEETS BANSALAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT
7 August 2013. The PBCI team made a courtesy
call to the local government officials of Bansalan,
Davao del Sur. The team presented the vision of
Peace and Reconciliation and fair trade.
PBCI has been training coffee farmers in Mt. Apo
which are under the jurisdiction of Bansalan.
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FARMERS FINISH PAR III TRAINING
20-21 August, 2013. Seventeen coffee farmers in
Purok Pluto, Balutakay, Bansalan, Davao del Sur
finished the two-day Peace and Reconciliation training
Part III. In the training, the participants were
encouraged to build an organization that will address
their dreams for their community and will take care of
the coffee post-harvest processing facility. The last
session of the formal five-month training program will
be held next month after which they will be
commissioned as PAR graduates.
Participants enjoy a game of the Musical Chair
wherein all of them have to share a small space.
This is in contrast with a popular children’s game
where participants compete over one chair.

WE LED A LEARNING TOUR FOR COFFEE FARMERS
8-9 August 2013. PBCI and KAPWA Upliftment Foundation visited Mr. Pete
Lim, a Filipino inventor who integrated into one machine the coffee dehuller
and depulper. The team inspected the machine and visited a solar, allweather dryer at Dapdap, Barobo Surigao del Sur.
These facilities help coffee farmers in improving the quality and quantity of
their production. Manual depulping costs 300% more on labor costs than
using the depulping machine. The solar dryer is very much needed in
Philippine weather due to strong rains during the harvest season.
There are five communities who are in need of these facilities. One of the
farmers in these communities can harvest 4000 kilos but was only able to sell
500 kilos due to the lack of post-harvest facilities.
May we ask for your prayers as we journey with these communities in looking
for ways to have these post-harvest processing facility?

PBCI HOLDS COFFEE AND PAR ORIENTATION FOR B’LAAN FARMERS IN SARANGANI
15 August 2013. 46 B'laan farmers at Sitio Angilan, Malungon, Sarangani
Province attended our PAR-Coffee Farming Orientation. Nanette Barroso,
provincial director of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI),
members of EarthSoul, Ed and Merlyn Cejar were with the PBCI team.
EarthSoul is an organization that aims to "help consolidate programs and
projects for Mindanao's environmental and agricultural sustainability.”
Ed and Merlyn Cejar invited the PBCI to the community and is now rallying
the different organizations and government agencies in the province to
help in the PAR-Coffee program. DTI shared to the farmers its services
specifically in helping them become enterprisers.
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Joji Pantoja gives an introduction of PBCI to the B’laan farmers who
are interested in Arabica coffee farming. The B’laans are one of the
larger tribes in Mindanao.
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PBCI STAFF PRAYER REQUESTS
ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA

EDUARDO ISADA

Praise God that my daughter’s team won in the
banduria competition. They are now advancing to the
national competition this November. Please pray that
I will be able to save enough money to be able to
escort her to Manila.

Please pray for good health, protection and vehicle for
the Bukidnon Team.

FRANI CATUA

CLAY ROJO

Pray for a house and lot for my growing family.
Please pray also for Aria’s health because she’s
teething. Also pray for patience as I teach discipline
to my three-year-old Akira.

SELFRED ABELITADO
Praise God for my children who are developing a
closer relationship with God. Please pray for my wife’s
health. She is experiencing dizziness and headaches.

Please pray for financial provision for the coffee
program in Bukidnon. Pray also for wisdom especially
on my wife's responsibility as the team leader.

JUNE ROJO
Please pray for our family’s health, especially my
children. May God continue to protect us from any
illness as we serve the Prince of Peace.

NENIA RHEA GALANZA

TYRON ORTIZ

May our God sustain the strength and wisdom of the PAR
Bukidnon team as we continue the following ministries: (a)
PAR Values Formation Program for all barangays and to the
local government units in Valencia and in Impasug-ong; (b)
financial provision for the team as we continue our farm in
Conception that is intended to support ten percent of the
income for the mission. May God comfort and cover all individuals in my hometown in Midsayap, North Cotabato from the
ongoing conflict there.

Please pray for my life partner, Vanessa and our
daughter Aliyah. May they be safe and healthy always.
Pray also for my health because it is now the season
for coughs and cold.

SHEREL QUIDER

Please pray for provision for our PAR training and
activities. I also pray for the success of our call against
corruption especially in our call to abolish the pork
barrel system. Pray for wisdom and courage to PBCI
staff in every activity and transaction. Help me pray for
financial stability and good health for my family.

DAWN ALBERT PATES
Please pray for my parents’ health and financial
support for my siblings’ studies. Please pray also for
all peace workers to protect them while actively
advocating for the abolition of the pork barrel system.
May the fruit of Holy spirit overflow in our beautiful
land.

DAVID QUICO
I am praying that our partnership with University of
Mindanao be completed. It would make a big impact
to our young generation in appreciating peace and
applying it in their lives. I am also praying for good
health, guidance and protection for my loved-ones.

TALA BAUTISTA
I praise God that my youngest sister qualified to
compete for an academic contest in the regional level
next month. Please pray for my family’s finances especially for my siblings’ education. I pray also for sensitivity to the Divine Guidance especially now that I have
to do major personal decisions.

JOJI PANTOJA
DARIENNE JOY BETIOS
Please pray for my budding relationship with my
boyfriend. As we begin our relationship, may my
other relationships, especially with my family,
experience shalom always.

Please pray for me as I run PBCI in Mindanao during
Dann's absence. He will be travelling most of the time
to promote PAR in other areas.

DANN PANTOJA
JOHN MEL SUMATRA
Please pray for communities who invited us to
introduce peace and reconciliation principles and
practice to them. Also pray for our nation.
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Please pray for the support of the 16th Congress of the
Republic of the Philippines to ratify the Bangsamoro
Basic Law. This is the most inclusive and most viable
approach towards the realization of just-peace in Mindanao. Pray also for the peace process between the
government and the Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF).

