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Several questions have to be considered in relation to this: 
1. Why would this armed conflict in Zamboanga happen right at the time when the House Committee on Appropria-

tions will make official the scrapping of $643 million Priority Development Assistance Fund (PDAF), which is just 
one of the more than $12B pork barrel funds? Just coincidence? 

2. Is it really mere coincidence that the witnesses against Janet Lim Napoles who were about to fly to Manila to  
report to the office of the National Bureau of Investigations got stranded in Zamboanga airport on that fateful 
Monday morning? Napoles is the alleged mastermind of a major pork barrel fund scam. 

3. Would the same people who benefited and are still benefiting from an armed conflicted state of Mindanao be 
connected with the powerful oligarchs who are involved in stealing billions of dollars from the various pork barrel 
funds? 

 

Meanwhile, a small segment of our society—who would lose so much of their war-based wealth and power interests—

is actively doing a smear campaign against President Benigno Aquino III and is actually working to destabilize the 

barely budding peace and order in Mindanao. 

We also noticed that there were patterns which are similar to various disasters happening around the world. The 

shock that the war caused might be used as an opportunity to inject unpopular policies such as the removal of the 

urban poor from the shorelines of the city to develop facilities that would cater to foreign tourists.  

For a more detailed analysis, read: http://peacebuilderscommunity.org/2013/09/our-perspective-on-the-current-afp-mnlf-clash-in-zamboanga/  

PBCI REFLECTS ON THE ZAMBOANGA CITY CRISIS 

A queue for lunch at the largest evacuation site for the war-displaced people in Zamboanga City  

9 September 2013. Zamboanga City, a 

major port and a highly urbanized city 

in the Philippines saw the start of a 20-

day war with the Moro National Libera-

tion Front (MNLF). More than 130,000 

people were displaced. 24 government 

forces and 183 MNLF fighters perished 

during the war. Military data said that 

two civilians were killed in the gunfire.  

Based on the current socio-political 
situation of the Philippines, the  
Zamboanga crisis might be an attempt 
to cover up the pork barrel scam worth 
billions of dollars. Several of our  
country’s top leaders were implicated 
in releasing their Priority Development 

Assistance Fund to fake organizations. 
The organizations were headed by 
Janet Napoles who was frequently 
seen in photos with the accused  
leaders. 
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WE CONDUCTED A FACT-FINDING MISSION TO ZAMBOANGA CITY 

The PBCI Fact-Finding Team—Dann Pantoja, Joji Pantoja, Byron Pantoja, Mel Sumatra and Tala Bautista—went to 

Zamboanga City to listen to the survivors of the war-torn neighborhoods and to build relationships among local  

community leaders. Here are some of the stories we were allowed to publish: 

A child in the evacuation center pulls his toy car made of an alcohol  

bottle. When we were there, two children evacuees have died  

of sickness.     

Amid 70,000 people crammed in a grandstand with no way of knowing 

whether they can go back to their houses, a young Muslim lady opens a 

makeshift candy-and-snacks store and smiles her way through.  

A ten-year-old child teaches older kids in the evacuation center 

how to read.  

A soldier looks on as a warplane flies over the areas where MNLF fighters 

are situationed. His own daughter lives in the cordoned area. “I thought 

I took her to Zamboanga to escape the war in Jolo but it turns out, the 

war is also here,” he says.  

A grandmother from the Sama Badjao tribe weaves beautiful mats while 

in the evacuation center. The mats are sold with the brand name 

“Kaholatan” which means hope in their language. The Sama Badjao is 

traditionally a marginalized indigenous peoples group with little education. 

They were slaves in the olden times.   

Christian leaders work together to address the needs of the people af-

fected by the war. They seek to come up with short and long-term plans 

to address their socio-political situation.    
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CFP CITED AS GOOD EXAMPLE OF INCLUSIVE BUSINESS MODEL 

16 September 2013. Coffee for Peace COO Joji Pantoja and Marketing 

Coordinator Dawn Pates were invited by Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) to the 2nd Inclusive Business Forum for the Philippines. CFP 

was one of the three companies in the Philippines in the Agribusiness 

sector that was cited as good example of the IB model. IB means 

“private sector companies specifically targeting the low-income group 

and contributing to poverty reduction by making the poor involved in 

the company’s chain of activities.” (Business World, Dec. 12, 2012) 

Meanwhile, the PBCI team finished the Peace and Reconciliation  

Training Part II for the B’laan farmers of Mt. Matutum in Polomolok, 

South Cotabato. B’laan is one of the tribes in Mindanao.  

 
The United Nations pegged the Philippines as the third 

disaster risk country in the world with an average of 26 

typhoons a year and several volcanic eruptions.  

On 16 – 20 September, a diverse group of organizations 

from 16 nations met in Manila to discuss what the rest 

of the world can learn from the Philippines. It also 

aimed to see how to better support the work of the  

Philippine church and the entire Southeast Asia basin.  

Various disaster risk reduction experts from different 

parts of the world presented their stories and analyses 

based on their experiences in disaster response.   

The event was a partnership between Wheaton  

Humanitarian Disaster Institute, World Evangelical  

Alliance, Micah Network, and Integral Alliance.  The  

Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC) 

hosted the event. 

WORLD EVANGELICALS GATHER FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

Dann Pantoja was invited to the gathering to share 

the Shalom framework for disaster response. 

PBCI has been serving communities in relief operations 

and rehabilitation during the armed conflicts in the 

 Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao, 

Typhoon Washi in 2011 and Typhoon Bopha in 2012.  

A COMMITMENT TO SOLIDARITY IN RESPONDING TO DISASTER 

God is making all things new and has called the Church to love expressed through unity of purpose and action. 
 
Disasters expose the vulnerability of creation and the systemic injustices that remain in the world. We recognize the 
desperate need for the transforming work of God's Church. 

In recognition that the Church is called to reflect the character of Christ by engaging in transforming mission and faithful 
presence, we commit: 

:: To a SOLIDARITY OF PURPOSE that demonstrates the character of the Church by collaborating intentionally with each 
    other in integrity, humility, and goodwill, recognizing the dignity and inherent value of all; 
:: To a SOLIDARITY OF PROCESS by advancing complete and transparent good practices of disaster management,  
    including the wise and ethical stewardship of personal, corporate, and financial resources; 
:: To SOLIDARITY OF CONSEQUENCE by holding ourselves, our community, our leaders, and our governments  
    accountable before God and one another; 
:: To a SOLIDARITY OF PASSION as advocates for justice, equality, dignity, and the transformation of persons,  
    communities, and society; 

SO AS TO MAKE MANIFEST GOD'S SHALOM.  

(Official statement of the Evangelical Solidarity on Disaster Risk Reduction and Management, 16-20 September 2013, Manila, Philippines) 
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PBCI STAFF PRAYER REQUESTS 

ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA 

Please pray for my daughter's education. She's cur-

rently second in academic excellence in her class. 

Please pray also as their team plays in the national 

Rondalla competition next month.  

 

 

 

FRANI CATUA 

Please pray for Akira's speech development and our 

family's health. May we also be able to save for a 

house and lot for our family.  

 

 

 

 

SELFRED ABELITADO 

Pray for my wife’s health because she is experiencing 

dizziness. Pray also for my parents’ continuous recov-

ery from illness. May my whole family be free from 

sickness.  

 

 

 

 

NENIA RHEA GALANZA 

Please pray for the communities in Bukidnon that are 

opening up for Peace and Reconciliation.  Pray for the 

local government officials of the town of Impasug-ong 

as they finalize the plans to teach PAR to the whole 

organization.  

 

 

 

 

SHEREL QUIDER 
I pray for good health and safety for me, my family 

and the PBCI team. I pray that we always be  

reminded that everything is for the glory of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

DAVID QUICO 

I pray for my family especially my mother. May she 

always be healthy physically, emotionally and  

spiritually. Please pray also for me and my life  

partner that we will love each other according to 

God’s will.  

 

 

DARIENNE JOY BETIOS 

Please pray that I may have good health. I also pray 

for wisdom in decision-making. 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN MEL SUMATRA 

I pray for financial provision as I pursue higher  

education. I also pray for good health for me and  

my family.  

 

EDUARDO ISADA 

Please pray for good health for my whole family. Also 

for protection for the team as we go to various com-

munities to share the Peace and Reconciliation princi-

ples.  

 

 

 

 

CLAY ROJO 
Please pray for guidance as we explore the possibility 

of developing a Peace and Reconciliation Community in 
Dominorog, Bukidnon through the Evangelical Ministe-

rial Association.  

 

 

 

 

JUNE ROJO 
Please pray for the health of my family. Our youngest 

son, Dave, has cough and fever. I also pray for guid-

ance and sensitivity as a team leader.  

 

 

 

 

TYRON ORTIZ 

Please pray for the health of my partner, Vanessa and 

my daughter, Aliyah. May Aliyah be healed from cough. 

Pray also for good health for my whole family.  

 

 

 

 

DAWN ALBERT PATES 

Please pray for provision for our PAR training and ac-

tivities. I also pray for wisdom and courage for all PBCI 

staff in every activity and transaction that we do. Help 

me pray for financial stability and good health for my 

family.   

 

 

 

TALA BAUTISTA 

Please pray for the PAR Community in Occidental  

Mindoro. May God grant me a servant heart and a 

spirit that is still before my Creator as I serve and 

journey with them.  I also pray that my family be  

always strengthened by the Shalom of Christ.  

 

 

 

JOJI PANTOJA 

Please pray for the financial provision of PBCI. More 

communities are inviting us to share to them peace 

and reconciliation principles. Our finances cannot  

address all the invitations.   

 

 

 

DANN PANTOJA 

Please pray for the provinces where there are budding 

PAR Communities: Compostela Valley, Mindoro, 

Aurora, and now Zamboanga Peninsula. Pray for more 

PAR Leaders. Pray for the nurture of current PAR  

Leaders as they serve their PAR Communities. 


