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Civil society leaders including PBCI meets with MILF Chairman Murad Ibrahim.  

The leaders of the civil society organizations (CSOs) in Mindanao visited the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) last 

25 July 2013 in Camp Darapanan, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao. We were received by Chairman Murad Ebrahim Al 

Haj and some members of the MILF Central Committee. 

Murad’s welcome statement was very inspiring for CSOs and other peacebuilding volunteers. He said: “We are very 

thankful for the civil society groups… who have been very active… in the ground during the peace process. You are 

also very active in monitoring and trying to push the process to move forward.” 

When asked what facilitated the breakthrough, the chairman said: “While they were discussing there, we were also 

discussing here.” He was referring to the real time consultation between the MILF Peace Panel in Kuala Lumpur,   

Malaysia and the MILF Central Committee in their own board room inside Camp Darapanan. 

Murad also said that a CSO delegation would be welcome in Kuala Lumpur, as long as the MILF is concerned. The 

CSOs, however, would have to write a formal letter to both parties and they, along with the Malaysian facilitator, 

would consider the request. He suggested to the CSOs start an awareness campaign in Congress and other sectors 

of the Philippines society to inform and educate the people about the road map to the establishment of the       

Bangsamoro government.  

FIELD STAFF RECONNECTS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEADER 

Bukidnon field staff reconnected with Impasug-ong Mayor Mario Okinlay on July 15, 2013. Mayor 

Okinlay has welcomed PBCI in the municipality in 2012 but the work in the area was disrupted by 

relief and rehabilitation efforts for typhoon survivors. The team also has to wait for the newly-elected 

government officials to assume their positions this month. 

In the meeting, the mayor expressed desire to teach peace and reconciliation to the local govern-

ment offices. 

Impasug-ong is a municipality in Bukidnon which the team has been working in since 2010.  

The Bukidnon field staff are Ptr. June Rojo, Clay Rojo, Eddie Isada and Nenia Galanza.  
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PBCI-TRAINED FARMER TRANSPLANTS                                          

HIS FIRST ARABICA COFFEE PLANT 

A farmer in Valencia, Bukidnon trained 

by the Peacebuilders Community 

transplanted his first Arabica coffee 

plant following the principles in proper 

plantation management.  

The farmer, Petrocinio Butlay, invited 

the field staff to join him in the first 

day of transplanting. He is planting 

the  Mysore variety bought from the 

B’laan  tribe in Mt. Matutum who 

were the first PBCI-trained          

community to export to Canada.  

Butlay utilized falcata trees as cover 

crops which are also used in making  

plywood and paper. Falcata is a nitrogen-releasing plant and is a good partner for coffee.  

The Bukidnon field staff said that Butlay’s invitation for them to witness the transplanting is an answered prayer   

because it showed the patience and belief of the farmers in the vision of PBCI and Coffee for Peace. Butlay is one of 

the 25 farmers who were trained in Valencia, Bukidnon. A total of 397 farmers were trained in the province.  

MT. MATUTUM FARMERS GET TRAINED IN PAR  

EXPLORATION FOR NEW PAR COMMUNITUES CONTINUE 

12 July 2013. 30 B'laan farmers in Mt. Matutum finished the first 

book of the Peace Reconciliation training that aims to consolidate 

their definition of peace and their vision for their community. Their 

dreams are to send their children to go to school and to leave  

something for the next generation. The challenge: what is the kind 

of education would they want their children to have and what would 

they want to leave for the next generation?  

These are questions faced by all indigenous peoples (IP) in the face 

of globalization, in the context that many IPs in the Philippines are 

slowly losing their culture. With prayers, these questions will be 

fleshed out in the PAR trainings that will be held in the next three 

months. The team looks forward to going back, feeling the embrace 

and warm welcome of the community. All the four elders were there 

and they welcomed the team with an indigenous dance and music. 

It had also rained as the PAR I training ended, which for the B'laan is a sign of blessing. Ptr. Fred Fredeluces, one of the 

elders is our contact person. Trainers are Joji Felicitas Pantoja, Twinkle Bautista, Dawn Albert and David Quico. Byron    

Pantoja is the documentor.  

July 11 to 12, 2013. Peace and Reconciliation Field operation leader John 

Mel Sumatra explored possible areas of sustainable partnership at Sitio 

Kabatian,  Barangay Manurigao, New Bataan, Compostela Valley Province. 

The sitio was one of the hardest hit by Typhoon Pablo (International 

name: Bopha) last December. It is a far-flung barangay composed of    

indigenous peoples who are rarely reached by social services. 

In the community dialogue, the people asked for assistance in clearing 

out their pathways which is still littered with logs felled by the typhoon. 

The logs will be used in the construction of their houses.  

Ptr. Ed Isada shows the falcata seedling (left) 

which will be utilized as cover crop for the coffee 

(right). The farmer already has full-grown falcata 

in the farm but he is planting more seedlings so 

that there will be replacements when he      

harvests it.   

Petrocinio Butlay shows the holes he made for 

the transplanting of coffee. He marked off the 

rows with a rope and tied white plastic straws 

to indicate the 3m x 3m space.  
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PBCI ATTENDS PCEC 30TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

PCEC National Director (ND) Efraim Tendero washed the feet of 

Bishop Noel Alba Pantoja before his formal proclamation as the ND        

Designate. The gesture came as a surprise for Bishop Pantoja and it 

brought tears to the eyes of many participants.  

The new Board of Directors were sworn into office by the Chief Justice Ma. 

Lourdes Sereno. CJ Sereno is the second youngest and the first female to 

head the Philippine judiciary. She is very vocal in her Evangelical faith.  

2-5 July 2013. 260 representatives from 30,000 churches and organizations joined the 30th National Assembly of 

Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC) at Clark, Pampanga. PBCI, as one of the para-church member 

organizations, shared the mission of peace and reconciliation in one of the two-and-half hour breakout sessions.  

The assembly signified a period of transition as PCEC National Director (ND) Bishop Efraim Tendero announced 

Bishop Noel Alba Pantoja as the ND designate. Bishop Noel will be trained in the next two years. A new Board of 

Directors was also elected which is now led by Bishop Cesar Punzalan III. Dr. Andrew Liuson is elected as                

vice-chairman, Bishop Ellie Mercado as Secretary and Dr. Nora Lucero as Treasurer. Luzon is represented by     

Bp. Ellie Mercado, Visayas by Rev. Val Chaves and Mindanao by Bishop Alberto Patacsil. They were all sworn into  

office by Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes Sereno.   

Aside from the election, 46 new denominational church members were ratified, which is the biggest in PCEC his-

tory.  

The Assembly ended in a declaration which included the active advancement of Peace and Reconciliation         

communities in the 80 provinces of the Philippines within the framework of Shalom Theology.  

COFFEE FARMERS GAIN SKILLS                            

IN PEACE AND RECONCILIATION  

PBCI STAFF UNDERGOES                                       

FIRST-AID TRAINING    

A participant shares his group’s output in a workshop on fact-finding.  

PBCI staff practice suturing on a piece of banana.  

19-20 July, 2013. Strong rains did not stop the coffee farmers in Purok 

Pluto, Balutakay, Bansalan, Davao del Sur to finish the two-day Peace 

and Reconciliation training, part II. The training is focused on the skills 

of conflict resolution particularly on fact-finding, conflict mapping, con-

flict energy management skills, listening skills, resolution approach 

skills, negotiation and mediation. Trainers are Joji Felicitas Pantoja, 

Twinkle Bautista, Dawn Pates and Mel Sumatra. Sherel Quider is the 

documentor. 

Reach International gave a first-aid training to PBCI staff on 24-25 July 

2013. The training is needed because the staff are usually deployed to far-

flung mountains with no near healthcare provider. It is also a good addi-

tion to trainings given to communities. The first aid training includes basic 

suturing, treating snake bites, bandaging, transporting injured people, 

treating burns, choking, poisoning and treating minor injuries common in 

farms. 

Reach International under the leadership of Dr. Sam Evans has been a 

long-time partner of PBCI especially in giving medical service during 

armed conflicts in Ligwasan Marsh, Maguindanao. 
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PBCI STAFF PRAYER 

ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA 

Please pray for good health and that my 

daughter will pass the auditions for the ban-

duria.  I also pray for a God-approved partner 

in life. 

 

 

 

FRANI CATUA 

I pray for good health for my daughters – Aki 

and Aria. Please pray also that my husband 

will not be laid off from work.  

 

 

 

 

SELFRED ABELITADO 

Pray for good health for my family. May my 

father be healed of his cough.  

 

 

 

 

NENIA RHEA GALANZA 

I pray for wisdom. May I be effective in the 

communities I am assigned in and to be more 

active in dealing with the people's issues. I 

pray that God continually teach me His truth. 

 

 

 

 

SHEREL QUIDER 

May the Holy Spirit sustain my spiritual jour-

ney. Please pray that my skills in information 

and communication be more effective and 

efficient in advancing peacebuilding. Pray also 

for the wisdom, safety, peace and joy for my 

family, relatives and friends. 

 

 

DAVID QUICO 

I pray that the Lord will grant me blessings 

and contentment. That He would guide me on 

my journey, grant me wisdom, and shower 

good health and blessings to my loved ones. 

Bless my sisters and brothers and also my 

mom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PBCI STAFF PRAYER REQUESTS 

ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA 

Please pray for good health and that my daughter will 

pass the auditions for the banduria.  I also pray for a 

God-approved partner in life. 

 

 

FRANI CATUA 

I pray for good health for my daughters – Aki and 

Aria. Please pray also that my husband will not be 

laid off from work.  

 

 

SELFRED ABELITADO 

Pray for good health for my family. May my father be 

healed of his cough.  

 

 

NENIA RHEA GALANZA 

I pray for wisdom. May I be effective in the         

communities I am assigned in and to be more active 

in dealing with the people's issues. I pray that God 

continually teach me His truth. 

 

SHEREL QUIDER 

May the Holy Spirit sustain my spiritual journey. 

Please pray that my skills in information and       

communication be more effective and efficient in 

advancing peacebuilding. Pray also for the wisdom, 

safety, peace and joy for my family, relatives and 

friends. 

 

DAVID QUICO 

I pray that the Lord will grant me blessings and    

contentment. That He would guide me on my       

journey, grant me wisdom, and shower good health 

and blessings to my loved ones. Bless my sisters and 

brothers and also my mom. 

 

DARIENNE JOY BETIOS 

I pray for good health. May God extend my resources 

as I finish our house. May God also grant me patience 

and peacebuilding resources as I relate with my 

neighbor.  

 

 

JOHN MEL SUMATRA 

Please pray for the establishment of Peace and Rec-

onciliation community in Compostela Valley. Pray for 

me as I search for the man or woman of peace in the 

province.  

 

 

ECRECENCIA ECLEVIA 

Please pray for my daughter as their Rondalla club 

will join a national competition on August.  

 

 

FRANI CATUA 

Pray for my children’s health. Aria is teething so she 

frequently has fever. Pray also for Akira’s continuous 

speech development.  

 

 

 

SELFRED ABELITADO 

Pray for my wife’s health because she is experiencing 

dizziness. Pray also for my parents’ continuous    

recovery from illness. May my whole family be free 

from sickness.  

 

NENIA RHEA GALANZA 

Please pray for my family, relatives, friends, neighbors that 

God will take care of them as fighting goes on in Cotabato. 

May God talk to the involved parties and touch their hearts 

and open their mind to the effects of their actions. May they 

realize the result of the things they have done and may they 

feel also the fear and the need of the people affected by their 

conflict. 

 

SHEREL QUIDER 

Please pray for my family’s safety, peace and joy. 

Pray also for the good health of my father and may 

they be able to visit me in on my birthday. I really 

miss them very much.  

 

 

DAVID QUICO 

Please pray for peace of mind, good health and suc-

cess of the team in all the field activities that we are 

doing.  

 

DARIENNE JOY BETIOS 

Please pray for the construction of my house and for 

wisdom in dealing with my romantic life. I also pray 

for God’s protection in my everyday assignments 

especially now that there are bomb threats to the city 

again.    

 

 

JOHN MEL SUMATRA 

Please pray for my health and my mother’s health.  

 

EDUARDO ISADA 

Please pray for good health, protection and vehicle for 

the Bukidnon team.  

 

 

 

CLAY ROJO 

Please pray for financial provision for the coffee      

program in Bukidnon. Pray also for wisdom especially 

on my wife's responsibility as the team leader.  

 

 

JUNE ROJO 

Please pray for our family’s health, especially my   

children. May God continue to protect us from any 

illness as we serve the Prince of Peace. 

 

 

TYRON ORTIZ 

Pray for my brother. May wisdom from God enlighten 

and empower him in confronting the ills of the       

Philippine society. May God keep him safe always.  

 

 

DAWN ALBERT PATES 

Please pray with me regarding the health of my 

mother. I am also praying for spiritual guidance in my 

family. I pray for financial stability especially to my 

sisters and their families.  

 

 

TALA BAUTISTA 

Please pray with us for provision for the advancement 

of having one PAR community in each of the 80    

provinces of the Philippines. May we always          

appropriate the fruit of the Spirit that God has freely 

given us, to do the devine works prepared for us to do.  

 

JOJI PANTOJA 

Please pray for the opportunities of growth that are 

open for PBCI with regards to Peace and Reconcilaition 

and for CFP with future shop expansion and supplier 

expansion.  

 

DANN PANTOJA 

Please pray for: (a) the abolition of the pork barrel 

system; (b) the prosecution of all government officials 

involved in the more than P10B pork barrel scam and 

just closure of the due process; (c) the passing of the 

Freedom of Information Act; and, (d) the dismantling 

of patronage politics by the oligarchy.  


