
Davao City, Philippines - - PBCI field workers and 

staff underwent an intensive training on leadership 

and theology on August 6-10, 2012.  

  

In the morning sessions, PBCI President Luis 

Daniel Pantoja taught a comprehensive theological 

understanding of peacebuilding to June Rojo, John 

Mel Sumatra, David Quico and Twinkle Bautista. 

Rojo is the local woman of peace while the other 

three are project team leaders of Impasug-ong, 

Cagayan de Oro City and Valencia City, 

respectively.    

 

PBCI EVP Joji Pantoja taught Sherel Quider on 

money management and etiquette while consultant 

Krizanti Cruzado trained her on data 

comprehension and accurate reporting. Quider is 

the assistant team leader who is being groomed as 

the next team leader of Lantapan, Bukidnon. 

Quider said the training helped her on identifying 

her strengths and weaknesses and spiritual gifts. 

She said the sessions helped strengthen her 

understanding of self therefore helping her grow 

more as an individual and as a field worker.  
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In the afternoon, all staff underwent leadership 

training by Luis Daniel Pantoja and Ptr. Normal 

Naromal. Pantoja focused on the theological 

foundation of peacebuilding while Naromal guided 

the trainees in identifying their spiritual gifts, 

heart, abilities, personality and experiences that 

will help them in doing their work.  

 

All trainees were also assigned a mentor for a 

guided, continuous learning. Luis Daniel Pantoja is 

mentoring Rojo, Sumatra, Quico and Bautista. Joji 

Felicitas Pantoja is mentoring Tyron Ortiz, Joy 

Betios, Arjayfreg Balabag, Fred Abelitado and Frani 

Catua. Rosabel Naromal is mentoring Krizanti 

Cruzado, CFP creative manager Daniel Byron 

Pantoja and Sherel Quider. Ptr. Normal Naromal is 

mentoring Bennette Grace Tenecio.  

 

Mentees are given assignments and reading 

materials in between trainings which would be 

regularly held every quarter for five days each 

session. The next training is scheduled on Dec. 3-7 

this year.  

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

PBCI President, Luis Daniel Pantoja and EVP Joji Felicitas Pantoja will be in North America from 

September 12 until November 30, 2012 for various speaking engagements. 

Ptr. Norman Naromal is Officer-in-Charge (OIC) in their absence.  



SIX MONTHS AND COUNTING 
By the Iligan Healthcare team 

September 24, 

2012. Exactly six 

months and twelve 

days ago, the 

Medical and 

Psychosocial 

Rehabilitation team 

of the PeaceBuilders 

Community 

Incorporated was 

deployed to Cagayan 

de Oro and Iligan 

City. From that time 

being up to this 

present moment both teams have underwent 

series of changes and even challenges along the 

way. It was definitely not the smoothest six 

months but one of the most 

memorable. 

 

For the Iligan team, time traveled 

so fast that they just realized that 

the program was almost going to 

end. Looking back, they never 

could have believed that they were 

able to make as many connections 

with that short span of time. When 

they started last March, they did not have any clue 

at all on how to extend their networks apart from 

the already established ones because all of the 

members of the team were not originally from 

Iligan. But to God be the glory that they were able 

to connect themselves to the right people in order 

to meet the mandate given to them. Yes, 

connections were a major challenge to the team. 

But those were not the main thing.  

The real dilemma was to find and train community 

based volunteers so that after the program, they 

would be endorsed to the city health office as 

additional manpower. At first, it was simply all for 

the mandate. But as time passed, the team was 

able to establish a bond with the volunteers. They 

thought that they were sent in order to teach these 

people about healthcare. Apparently, they realized 

that these people had taught them wonderful 

lessons as well. They have taught them to be 

faithful even amidst tribulations.  

 

The people showed them that although Typhoon 

Sendong ruined their material properties, they 

would never permit it to ruin their lives. They even 

believed in them even though circumstances may 

deem impossible to get things done.  

 

Although their job was not easy, 

everyday they were sustained and 

they had realized that there are far 

greater things than monetary 

rewards. One of this rewards come in 

the form of appreciation. 

 

Once, two of the volunteers were 

invited to participate in a medical 

mission initiated by one of the NGOs at a remote 

place in Lanaw. It was a three-day experience. 

According to the 

volunteers, the 

doctors were 

impressed on how 

well they were able to 

assess the patients.  

 

[continued on page 3]  
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The doctors were also surprised on where they have 

learned all the medical terms. They were very 

efficient in taking the vital signs. The volunteers 

were very proud to tell the doctors that they were 

trained by PBCI. When the team met them the next 

day during class they were very eager and proud to 

share these experiences. For the team, this was 

enough reward. They never thought that within a 

short time, they were able to impact the lives of 

these people. Every meeting, it was like they were 

giving a part of themselves to each other, thus, 

leaving a mark in each other‟s lives.  

Today is both a moment of looking back and a 

wonderful opportunity to look forward. It is indeed 

possible that the team may only cross this road 

once. But the important thing is not the road but 

the journey itself. Through that journey, they 

were able to meet some wonderful people that 

also made a difference in their lives. So now, 

exactly six months and twelve days they praise 

God for yesterday and trust him for tomorrow. 

Whether be it yesterday, today or tomorrow, may 

His name be glorified in everything that they do.  
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FROM BULLETS AND BOMBS TO COFFEE BEANS 
By Twinkle Bautista 

Malaybalay, Bukidnon – “The last time we have 

seen a helicopter here, it was dropping bombs,” a 

farmer of Upper Pulangi, Malaybalay City had told 

us during our first visit there. Bullets flew all around 

in the name of peace. The place had been a 

battlefield between soldiers and non-state armed 

groups. Until now, an army detachment stands at 

the top of a hill.  

 

Again, in the name of peace, Peacebuilders 

Community visited the village under the invitation 

of Ptr. Eddie Isada, one of the graduates of the 

Peace and Reconciliation (PAR) training. Isada has 

been commissioned as PAR Community member by 

Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches National 

Director Efraim Tendero. He believes that the 

biblical PAR concepts together with a sustainable 

livelihood will help in developing a wholistic peace 

in the area. The kind that uses non-violent 

approaches. After several field visits, orientation 

and preparation, 26 farmers finished the coffee 

training last Sept. 20.  

They have looked forward to the training saying 

they want to see new technology on coffee 

farming. Coffee had been their major product 

before but was eased out by corn and sugarcane 

due to low prices.  

 

PARComm members Eddie Isada and Clay Rojo 

and PBCI field staff Twinkle Bautista facilitated 

the training. PARComm graduates Nick Ubante, 

Liberty Isada and June Rojo and PBCI field staff 

Sherel Quider and Nenia Galanza provided 

logistical support. Council of Evangelical Churches 

of Bukidnon Evangelism Committee Head Ben 

Balabagno also joined the group.  

After the training, the Bukidnon pastors affirmed 

that ministry is not simply doing crusades but 

meeting people at their hearts. Balabagno said, 

“this should be what ministry is –wholistic and 

community-based.” However, “this type of 

ministry takes a long-term commitment,” Ubante 

said. Seventy eight farmers in Bukidnon have now 

been trained in Arabica coffee farming as of 

September 2012.       



AN INTELLECTUAL’S JOURNEY WITH GOD 
By Twinkle Bautista 

 

Yet, with all the awards and recognition for his 

inventions, I came to know him as a man of 

humility and full of passion for God. It is a great 

joy to have an opportunity to discover more about 

his Christian journey. 

 

Journey as a Christian, a person and a father 

 

“Serving the Lord never entered my mind. I never 

would have thought that time will come that I will 

be doing all these things just for the sake of the 

Kingdom. But my life changed when my youngest 

daughter, Reyna who was then 10 years old, was 

diagnosed of brain tumor. She had a tumor as big 

as a pingpong ball and ¼ of her brain was already 

affected by it. “It was a tough time,” Pastor Manny 

said. 

 

 

After several tests in Cebu City which confirmed 

the brain tumor diagnosis, Manny together with his 

wife Joy and Reyna decided to go back to Bukidnon 

and start raising funds for the operation. Business 

was not good at that time and the cost of the 

operation was quite hefty. Because of the delay, 

the doctors insisted that Reyna must be checked 

regularly, at least once a month until the funds are 

ready and they can start the operation. During one 

of those regular check-ups, Manny and Reyna were 

stranded in Cebu because of a typhoon. All boats 

and flights were cancelled. It was also during that 

time that a healing priest, Father de Grandis was 

in Cebu for a healing crusade. Manny and Reyna 

were invited to have dinner with the priest 

together with all the leaders who sponsored the 

event.  

[continued on page 5] 
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Ed’s note: Ptr. Manny Alkuino is the first leader in 

Valencia City, aside from our woman of peace, who 

welcomed us in the city. He is a known Filipino 

inventor who has received numerous awards 

nationally. He also leads a coalition of pastors who 

goes by the ethic of the nameless, faceless 

servant. We would like to share his story.    

 

Along my journey, I met a gray-haired, tall, 

moderate-voiced, active man, who candidly shared 

his Christian journey. As I looked at this man 

every time I joined his “Simbalay,” a coalition of 

different pastors of different denominations, I 

remember the tagalog saying, “ako ay papunta pa 

lang, siya pabalik na. (I am still starting my 

journey, he is already coming back.)” 

 

His name is Emmanuel “Manny” Alkuino. He is a 

Filipino inventor whose technologies include 

turning rice hull and river-silt into fire-resistant 

bricks. 

 

Joji Pantoja and Ptr. Many Alkuino during one of PBCI‟s visit 



 

“I did not know what to expect of that encounter 

with the priest. I just went because we have 

nothing else to do,” Manny said.  

 

In Mactan, where the dinner was, the priest told 

Manny that the God we serve is the same 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. He did miracles 

thousands of years ago, He can do the same 

today. This message really struck Manny because 

he never thought of God like that. Growing up, 

he was taught to be a good christian – serving 

the church as a young boy, going to church 

every Sunday and making sure to pray at least 

once a day. But to know God in personal level, 

he never had that. In fact, as he entered college 

in The University of the Philippines in Los Baños, 

Manny was an activist and started to question 

Christianity. He became aware of all the 

struggles and the pains of the poor and the 

abuses of the mighty.  

 

He became an active participant in the leftist 

movement. His passion to help the poor and 

effect change in the country he dearly loves 

became a catalyst for him to abandon the 

religion he grew up with and embrace 

communism. 

 

Back in Mactan. The priest said “Mr. Alkuino, You 

must believe that He is a healing God. 

You must learn His Word for this will 

give us life. God is telling me that if 

you pray everyday, seek Him, study 

His Word and live a Godly life, your 

daughter will be healed in four to six 

months time. Now, do you promise to 

pray for her healing everyday for six 

months?” 

AN INTELLECTUAL’S JOURNEY... 
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“Yes Father. I promise to pray not just for 6 months 

but I promise to pray everyday until I die if only to 

see Reyna healed,” Manny replied. 

 

So, the good priest taught Manny how to pray. He 

told Manny to lay his hands on Reyna as what the 

Bible tells us in Mark 16. This was a totally new 

experience for both Manny and Reyna. But as the 

priest quoted scriptures in Mark 16, faith in their 

hearts started to grow. A seed was planted in their 

spirits. Father de Grandis said, “Just tell God what‟s 

in your heart. Speak to Him the way you speak to a 

friend, straight from your heart.” 

 

After praying, the priest encouraged Manny to go 

home and study the scriptures. “Go to every Bible-

believing gatherings. Listen to the preachers. Take 

note of the verses. When you get home, check them 

with your own Bible. If what they preach is in the 

Bible, believe it. If it‟s not in the Bible, don‟t believe 

in it,” he said. 

 

When father and daughter went home, the two of 

them prayed every morning, just like what Manny 

promised. Day after day, they prayed. When Manny 

had an out-of-town trip, Ate Joy took his place. Since 

then, there were already three of them praying. 

Manny also invited all Bible-believing groups to come 

to his house so they can study the scriptures 

together. He became so hungry with 

the Word, reading the scriptures day 

and night. There were nights that more 

than two groups would come and 

handle the Bible studies. Almost every 

night was Bible study night. 

continued on page 7] 
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Jeff Estallo. Please pray for guidance in his 
personal decisions, family issues and in his 
work. May God open the hearts of his aunts 
for reconcilaition and may their faith in God 
be strengthened. 
 
Nenia Galanza: Please pray for me as I continue 
my journey with God. May the Holy Spirit guide me 
and be my basis in every decision making. 
 
 
Sherel Quider: Please pray for discernment, 

physical strength, spiritual strength and emotional 

strength in my work. Pray also for the Lantapan 

pastors. 

 Twinkle Bautista. Please pray for the Bukidnon 

PAR graduates as they seek to organize the PAR 

Community. Pray for wisdom and discernment for 

us all.  

Gemwill Mendoza. : Please pray for more 

medicines for the outreaches in Iligan specifically 

medicines for adults. We have six more outreaches 

to go which translates to 700 patients.  

 

Kaye Chanyee. Please pray for strength, 

guidance, wisdom and grace for the Iligan team as 

we conduct trainings and outreaches. 

 

 Daphnie Derigay. : Please pray for emotional 

healing and for strength as I serve in Cagayan de 

Oro City. Daphne is a community healthcare 

worker. 

Alvin Ysulat. Join us in praying for the success of 

the medical and psychosocial trainings in Iligan. We 

are being challenged in the areas of coordination 

and networking.  

Julie Condino. I pray for knowledge, wisdom, 
strength, patience and good health of the CdO 
team to be able to continue the started healthcare 
program and to be able to serve more IDP’s. 
 

 

“First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all 
people,”        -1 Timothy 2:1 

Dann Pantoja. Praise God for the wonderful time in 

Vancouver with our family! Now please pray as Joji 

and I focus on our speaking and consultation 

schedule. May God's shalom embrace all the people 

whom we'll interact with as we sit on board rooms, 

speak before church congregations, give class 

lectures, tell stories, and as we eat and drink with 

friends. Pray for health and safety as we travel until 

November 30 

 
Bennette tenecio. Please pray for guidance and 

wisdom in my work. Pray also the health of my 

mother, that her medical laboratory results will be 

normal. 

Kriz Cruzado. Please pray for good health.  Pray also 

that I can work on my discipline to finish all tasks at 

hand and regularly attend all fitness trainings  

Mel Sumatra. Mel is a new staff to be assigned in 
Bukidnon. Pray for his preparations on the field, for 
the people he is going to meet and work with. Pray 
for his team members as they work as one 
community in their field. 
 
 
Arjay Balabag. Please pray as we transfer to a new 
place. Pray also for the healing of my 
cousin who has a psychological problem. May 
God grant our family good health, protection 
and provision for my siblings’ school needs. 
 
 
Joy Betios. Please pray for my good health, wisdom 

and protection. Joy is the liaison officer of PBCI.  

 
Fred Abelitado. Praise God for his 
resourcefulness in maintaining our office 
furniture in good condition, roasting coffee, 
fixing plumbing and electrical problems and 
many other things. Pray for his health. 

 
David Quico .Please pray for David as he is 
deployed in Cagayan de Oro as health care program. 
Pray for health, safety and wisdom as he works with 
the survivors of typhoon Sendong. Please also pray 
for his family. 

 

Phoebe Gupana. Please pray for the people we are 
serving who lost their faith in God, who is fighting a 
disease, for the abused and poor children. Pray for 
relationships to improve with peace and joy. 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR THE PBCI STAFF 
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They wanted to conduct a second scan to make 

sure that there was no error or technical problems. 

After a second scan, not a speck of tumor was 

found in Reyna‟s brain. Moreover, the scan showed 

a perfectly healthy brain with no scars. Many 

nurses and technicians were crying. They said it is 

their first time to witness a miracle.  

 

The Youth and the Kingdom of God 

 

I had observed Ptr. Manny to welcome our team – 

a group of young missionaries. I asked him what 

can be the role of the youth in the 

expanding the Kingdom of God.   

 

 “The young people‟s role is big, 

because they would be the most active 

agents in spreading God‟s Word,” he 

said. “For me, the key is the older 

people because they can influence the 

young ones. I noticed that young 

people cannot sustain their fire for the 

Lord, because older ones don‟t know how to guide 

these young people‟s passion for God.” 

 

He dreams of bringing in young people to Bayani 

Simbalay because he believes that they could very 

well hasten the spread of God‟s word. He is sure 

that when the youth embraces the concept of 

sharing the Gospel, it will result to a rapid spread 

of God‟s Kingdom here on earth. 

 

Bayani Simbalay is a group of pastors who meet 

every Tuesday night for fellowship and lesson-

making based on the Bible. It is inter-

denominational and goes by the ethic of the 

nameless, faceless servant. These pastors are 

common and ordinary people, not well-known in 

the society but known by God. [continued on page 8] 
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The whole Bible became too „dirty‟ with all his 

scribbles. Day after day, the Holy Spirit was doing 

new things in his life.  

 

The proposed operation of Reyna was put on hold 

indefinitely due to lack of fund but all those time, 

the family was praying everyday. Eventually, 

Manny‟s two other daughters – Raya and Charisse 

joined in the family prayers. Soon, the two sons, 

Noel and Ching also joined the prayers and 

eventually the Bible studies. The whole family was 

praying, seeking God and growing in 

Faith. The two sons who were drug 

pushers and users were convicted of 

their vices. They were both healed of 

their drug addiction. The Holy Spirit 

was just moulding and preparing each 

one for the tasks that are yet to come. 

As the whole family prayed, everybody 

got “embraced” by God. True 

transformation set in. 

 

Finally, the doctors from Cebu decided that it is 

time for Reyna to have another CT scan. It has 

been almost six months since the diagnosis and 

the doctors believed that an operation must be 

done as soon as possible. The ten-year-old girl 

said, “I am healed.” The doctor did not believe her, 

of course. 

 

As Reyna lay under the lenses of the CT Scan 

machine, Manny and his wife Joy were outside 

watching the monitors through a glass partition. 

When the scan was done, the technicians and 

doctors were so disturbed. They thought that there 

was a technical problem because the tumor was 

nowhere to be found. Manny and Joy were already 

crying as they were praising God for the miracle 

healing but the doctors were not easily convinced.  

The young 
people’s role is 
big, because 

they would be 
the most active 

in spreading 
God’s Word 
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 BayAni means Bayan Anihon (harvest the 

country). He believes that our country is indeed 

ready for harvest. Simbalay means Simba sa 

Balay (worship God in your house).   

 

Pastor Manny compared “Simbalay” during the 

time of Jesus, when the elite asked, “Is there 

anything good that comes out of Nazareth?” The 

Simbalay pastors, he says, are like people of 

Nazareth in Jesus‟ time. Can we get anything 

good from the ordinary pastors? “Absolutely 

yes!,” Pastor Manny proudly says. 

 

As we were talking about “Simbalay,” I told 

Pastor Manny that I really liked their music 

especially the song “Above All.” They have 

translated it from English to the vernacular. 

 

Pastor Manny once said, “When people start 

humming a worship song, God is imprinting that 

song in the hearts of His people. You see, music 

is a very significant fiber in the Filipino culture. 

We just love to sing. God wired us this way. 

Reality is, songs from foreign countries, in 

foreign languages are the ones being sung today. 

I am always blessed by these english worship 

songs written by our brothers and sisters in 

Hillsong Australia or London. But everytime I 

sing their songs, I always think of the masses 

dispersed in the hillside who cannot easily 

comprehend English. There are millions of 

Filipinos in the countryside who long to offer a 

song to our Maker in their own vernacular, their 

own „heart language’. For this reason, the 

Bayani/ Simbalay movement endeavors to teach 

in the vernacular, not only the Word of God, but 

also the worship songs.” 

Pastor Manny is used by God in the expansion of His 

Kingdom because he allowed God to have control 

over his life. He was once a politician and a 

campaign manager in the political arena of 

Bukidnon. But today, he says that he is campaigning 

for Someone that has already won. His influence in 

the community is used by God so that the Word will 

be preached even to those who are in power. 

“Looking back,” he said, “I can see the hand of God 

working in my life. From my activism in UPLB to my 

community work in the 70‟s, God was doing 

something in my life. Sometimes, non-provision is a 

provision in itself. If I had money, things would have 

been different. I would have asked the doctor to 

open up immediately Reyna‟s head. Perhaps the 

doctors could have healed her. However, we would 

have missed our encounter and journey with God. 

My eldest daughter Raya and her husband Joey  

together with their children Ria and Roi would not 

have been missionaries to the youth of Bangkok. My 

two sons who are now serving the Lord as Pastors 

would probably be dead or remain as drug addicts. 

If not for the miracle we have received, my family 

would have missed the amazing embrace of God.” 

 

The PAR Valencia sees Pastor Manny as a father who 

inspires us. He has welcomed us in Bayani Simbalay 

and has not looked down on us just because we are 

young. He has gathered wisdom in his life and now 

we are learning from it.  He had frowned on 

Christianity before but now, he exclaims, “If only 

this Bible is taught to young children! The greatest 

lessons are here.” 
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